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Dear Partners, 

  

June is one of the busiest months in the school year. The year is ending for students 
- from kindergartens through high schools, going to academia. Teaching teams are 
loaded with yearly summaries, decisions, graduation papers, ceremonies, and 
graduation parties, and many happy-sad goodbyes walking their students to the next 
step in their educational path. So what part do we play in this large scene? We wish 
to facilitate all those populations and STEM-related entities, and in such a month, we 
look in both directions: we sum up last year and plan the next one. 

  

So, what happened last month? 

A Leading Team Meetup 

The ecosystem's leading team convened in mid-June to catch up. The professional 
teams: assessment & measurement, network & partnerships, and development & 
planning shared the work that they have been doing in recent weeks. We discussed 
the products, and the partners shared their thoughts.  The ecosystem's professional 
staff is currently collecting feedback to discuss in the following leading team's 
meeting. Let's take this opportunity to thank the teams for their work and all the 
leading team members for their active engagement. 

  

Ecosystem's initiative: Lectures in collaboration with the Faculty of 
Natural Sciences at Ben-Gurion University 

In the last week of June we had the first lecture on the ecosystem's initiated 
series of science lectures to the public – students, educators, and others. Dr. 
Zitrin's lecture was nothing less than exciting! Dr. Zitrin is a world-renowned 
astronomer and space researcher. He shared his academic path with his audience 
and introduced them to the journey towards scientific research. Dr. Zitrin managed to 
transport us from everyday life to the galaxy and the space around us. The lecture 
was about gravitational lensing, dark matter, and the first galaxies in the universe—
massive bodies in the sky act as cosmic magnifying glasses that magnify more 
distant bodies behind them. Gravitational lensing measurement taken a little over 
100 years ago, just as the 1st world war was ending, confirmed Einstein's general 
theory of relativity and made him almost overnight a famous scientist. In the lecture, 
Dr. Zitrin reviewed the science researched through gravitational lenses, starting with 
confirming the relativity theory and following with contemporary competitive science 



such as dark matter research, planets in other solar systems, and the first galaxies in 
the universe. 

  

 

  

TOP15 Initiative News  

Sheatufim's TOP15 initiative conducted a web conference: From 5times2 to TOP15. 
At the conference, it presented its new mission. TOP15 Seeks to produce a national 
systemic response to the construction of the essential skills for excellence in 
science-technology education while focusing on middle-school students. The mission 
stresses a solution that will provide an equal opportunity to all the students in Israel, 
focusing on students in the periphery and students from unique populations. 
Representatives from all sectors attended the conference, public, business, social 
sectors, and the academy and the military. The Be'er-Sheva ecosystem's 
representatives attended as well. The participants in the conference listened to 
Microsoft Israel's chief R&D scientist who talked of technological education that looks 
to the future. Another lecture was conducted by the IDF's behavioral sciences 
representatives, who described the world of sorting and training through the aspect 
of skills. 

  

Circle of Ecosystem – Partners for the Journey 

  

Orit Germay Belete 
Director of Startup Center for Young Adults, Be'er-Sheva 
What I like to do in my spare time: 

Walking around in nature, photography, tasting new cuisine, learning new things, 
and mostly hang out with people who warm my heart 
Something you didn't know about me: 
As a kid, I played the keyboard and performed in concerts. After several years I 
retired, and I may pick it soon as a soothing hobby 

I am a partner of the ecosystem because: 
Personally, I feel it's a privilege to be part of such an interesting and significant 
process. I believe in collective power. Together, as a diverse group, we have more 
capacity and influence for promoting the Be'er-Sheva potential all along the age 
spectrum, starting with early childhood and ending with employment, creating 
solutions and opportunities for collaboration while maintaining productive, 
professional, and empowering partnerships 



Inspiring quote: 

"If you can dream it, you can do it" (Walt Disney) 

 

  

Avi Ohayon 

Director of Department of Promoting Achievements, Evaluation, and Measurement - 
Education Administration – City of Be'er-Sheva 

What I like to do in my spare time: 
Sports and exercise, mainly playing soccer 
Something you didn't know about me: 
I used to play the violin as a kid.  
I am a partner of the ecosystem because: 
I believe in partnership as a principal value when promoting education in general 
and, more particularly, when promoting scientific and technological excellence 

Inspiring quote: 

"Nothing is less equal than equal treatment to unequal people" (Kotzker Rebbe) 

 

  

It has been an honor working with you over the past few months, have a nice 
and safe summer, 



Yours, 

Niva Re'em 

Acting Director STEM Ecosystem 

“I am a little jealous of the security guard 

Who's standing at the school's gates 

and gets to see each morning 

all the kinds of kisses” 

Johnny Shoval 

 


